DATA WATCH: NORTHWEST ARKANSAS ROADWAY FATALITIES, 2016-2022 oz

KEY FINDINGS

. Between 2016 and 2022, there were 462 roadway fatalities in Northwest Arkansas.?

. Roadway fatality rates peaked in 2016 (14.4 deaths 100,000 people) and decreased through 2018 prior to
increasing again during the COVID-19 pandemic.

. Roadway fatality rates were three times higher in Carroll and Madison counties than in Benton and
Washington counties.

. Motorists accounted for 65% of roadway fatalities, followed by motorcyclists (20%), pedestrians (14%), and
bicyclists (1%).

. Risky behaviors contributed to roadway fatalities: In 43% of motorist fatalities, no restraint was used by
vehicle occupants; 23% of roadway fatalities involved speeding; and more than half (54%) of motorcycle
occupants who died were not wearing a helmet.
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Dots indicate locations of roadway fatalities. Darker
areas indicate multiple fatalities during the study period.
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EAC H I a “Northwest Arkansas” includes Benton, Washington, Carroll, and Madison counties.

Source: ACHI analysis of the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s Fatality Analysis Reporting System data. achi.net
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