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Phased closure of 
Medicare Part D 

coverage gap begins

Healthcare.gov 
launches with 

technical challenges

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014

The ACA 
signed into law

State-based insurance 
marketplace rejected 

in Arkansas

Arkansas enacts 
“Private Option” 

Medicaid expansion

Federal government selects 
Arkansas for Comprehensive 

Primary Care initiative

Private Option narrowly 
clears first renewal hurdle 
in Arkansas Legislature

Pre-existing condition 
protections and individual 

mandate begin
Medical loss ratio 

requirements begin

Dependent coverage 
up to age 26 

becomes available

Federal waiver for Private 
Option extended; program 

renamed Arkansas Works with 
new enrollee obligations

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Federal court halts 
work and community 

engagement requirement

Arkansas joins 19 
other states suing 

federal government 
to strike down ACA

Flurry of peer-reviewed 
articles published assessing 

impact of Medicaid expansion

Arkansas Healthcare 
Transparency Initiative 

enacted 

Coverage and competition 
increase in Arkansas; 

insurance costs stabilize

Legislators enact work and 
community engagement 
requirement to maintain 

Arkansas Works coverage

Private Option 
evaluation 

report issued

Individual mandate 
penalty reduced to $0 

Large employer 
mandate to offer 
coverage begins


