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Tuberculosis is a disease with an approximately 5,000 year history, although
exact dating has been debated, and it has been found around the world. Art
and human remains point to the presence of tuberculosis in ancient Egypt,
and the disease is mentioned in two books of the Old Testament in the Bible.
Tuberculosis was described by Indian and Chinese texts between 2,000-3,000
years ago. It was called “phthisis” in classical Greece and was clearly detailed
by Hippocrates, the “father of modern medicine.” Tuberculosis was
romanticized in Europe during the 1800s as an illness befitting of artists and
representative of wealth and purity. This idealistic concept does not reflect
the reality of the disease during that time, in which poorer populations of
large cities saw high rates of tuberculosis.
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medical resources of the day and the suffering it caused. He went on to become a
doctor and devoted his professional life to
people like his uncle throughout Arkansas
and the world.
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