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The era of healthcare consumerism has arrived. As consumers share in a greater percentage of
healthcare costs and payers shift to value-based purchasing designs, there is a growing demand
among consumers and providers for access to more detailed price and quality information. In
Arkansas, however, there is currently limited transparency regarding this type of information. A 2017
report gave Arkansas an “F” grade as part of an evaluation of each state’s quality and price
transparency laws.1 Many surrounding states received equally poor grades. Consequently, Arkansas
has an opportunity to be a leader in another area of healthcare transformation. Several states have
taken aggressive approaches to improve healthcare transparency. Regardless of how progressive
states are with respect to the availability of price and quality information, many have recognized the
need for developing a data infrastructure to support even a basic level of transparency. A number of
states have established an all-payer claims database (APCD) to address this need. Arkansas has joined
those states and is in the process of developing and releasing price and quality information for
consumers.

WHAT IS AN APCD?
An APCD is a large-scale database that
systematically collects health care data from a
variety of payer sources. APCD functionality varies
from state to state due to state-specific
considerations (e.g., technical capacity, funding,
and authority to collect, use, and release data),
but all share similar goals. APCDs are tools that
may be used to increase health care transparency,
better understand and address health care cost,
quality, and utilization, and support state health
system transformation efforts. Twenty-one states
currently have an APCD, and several more are
working to implement one.2 Fifteen of these states
mandate data submission.
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This map was adapted from the APCD Council’s
Interactive State Report Map.2 The APCD Council is
collaboration between the University of New Hampshire and the National Association of Health Data
Organizations.
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